September 2012 Newsletter
NEXT MEETING
Location:

Juanita Community Club
13027 - 100th Ave. NE, Kirkland, WA 98034
When:
Friday, September 21, 2012. 7:30 p.m. (7:00 p.m. for juniors)
Regular Program: Rock Hobbies, multiple stations showing different hobbies related to rocks.
Youth Program:
Quartz Crystals.
Rock of the Month: Quartz! Bring your favorite to share.

NEWS AND MINUTES
MEETING NEWS
The September meeting will be the first meeting after our summer break. We plan to mix things up some and do this
meeting on rock related hobbies. We will have five stations demonstrating different things so that members can rotate or
go to the ones that interest them. Here are the five stations:
•
•
•
•
•

Robin will be showing how to do Light Boxes for photography of your stones/jewelry
Shannon will be showing how to drill stones for pendants
Heather will be demonstrating wire wrapping stones for jewelry
Norma will be showing the best way to tumble most types of rocks.
Bruce will be using his microscope to show up close of crystals.

COMING UP…
•
•
•

Friday, Oct. 19: Bingo and Club Elections
Friday, Nov. 16: Charity Auction to benefit Search & Rescue
Friday, Dec. 21: Holiday Party

MEMBER SUBMISSIONS
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS!
Club members are encouraged to send in photos and reports of recent activities and projects for the web site and newsletter!

UPCOMING HANSEN CREEK FIELD TRIP: SHANNON HEASLETT
Sunday, September 23, 2012
rd

Shannon will be going to HANSEN CREEK (located up by Snoqualmie Pass) Sunday morning Sept. 23 . We will all meet at
the Preston Park & Ride, Exit #22 off of I-90 eastbound, no later than 9:00 am. If you are running late please call Heather’s
cell 425-444-9852 as we will be leaving at 9:00 am sharp.

Driving directions:
Get on I-90 Eastbound and just past Issaquah you will come to Preston Exit #22 which is a right hand exit off the freeway.
When you exit be in the left hand lane and at the stop sign take a left to go over the freeway. Stay in the left hand lane
when you come to the next stop sign and take a left. The Park & Ride will be your first left driveway.
From Exit #22 we will follow Shannon eastbound on I-90 towards Snoqualmie Pass. We will take Exit #47 off the freeway
to our right. For anyone wanting to meet us at the exit there, we will be arriving around 9:30 am and will wait there for
about 10 minutes.
We will then follow Shannon up a dirt road to the 2,423 foot elevation where we will park our vehicles, gear up and take
photos. From there, it is a moderate 1.1 mile hike up to the dig site. For those of you who have not been up there before
you will be digging on a steep wooded hillside on your hands and knees or your butt. You will need to bring a pointed rock
hammer, a small garden shovel or small shovel, and rags, socks, bucket or back pack to put all your crystals into for the
hike back down the trail. A screen works well for this area to sift the crystals out of the soil.
A supply of food and water is suggested as we will plan on staying up in this area for 4 to 7 hours of digging. We will be
digging individually terminated quartz crystals, some with pyrite and some having been found with an amethyst tips.
This field trip will be also brought up at our next monthly club meeting Friday, Sept. 21st.
Safety in numbers! Everyone on the trail should stay in sight of each other as the BEARS are still out in this area. If you
want to leave earlier than the rest of the group please check in with Shannon or Heather so we will know you are not
still up in the woods after we have all hiked out of there. Any questions on this trip you can call my home # 425-883-6519
and leave a message.

CUTTING PARTY PHOTOS: NORMA & KEVIN MCDONALD
We had a great time at the cutting party. At noon, we were beginning to wonder if people were actually not being
fashionably late but just forgot about us. But then folks started coming and we started cutting, grinding and eating! Here
are some pics. Thanks to all that came; we enjoy this event.
Others have way better pictures I only got my camera out at the end of the party I was so busy.

TIMBERWOLF MOUNTAIN FIELD TRIP: NORMA MCDONALD
We started our field trip Friday about 11:00 am heading for Kaner Flats/Little Naches which is the name of an area off
HWY 410 in Chinook pass. After searching both campgrounds for club members, and finding a campsite with East Kingco
written on it, we paid our fees and headed down to the trailhead. At the dig site, it was just as I remembered it from years
ago, a big area of dirt and holes. We saw two other vehicles there and were hoping to catch some other club members
who had decided to join us. The main thunder egg dig site was our first meeting spot and just as we went up the first little
rise we saw Pete coming down the hill. After taking some pictures and unsuccessfully trying to convince him to turn
around and come back to dig with us, we
headed up to the thunder egg beds and Pete
headed back to spend time with his family.
I remembered it being a long hike as the last
time I had been there I hadn’t had my knee
surgery yet and it was literally a painful grind
every step of the way. We met the owners of
the second car but they were from a different
club and just out poking around and didn’t even
know about the crystal dig the next day. Onward
ho…but after the third rise, we looked around
and we were there already! Whoohoo!

We tried a couple spots for pilot holes. The place looks different when nearly 10 years goes by between visits. On our
third try we jumped into and existing hole and started hitting them soon after cleaning out the debris.
Check out the whopper we pulled out –
sitting behind Kevin in the picture!

“After” picture = nice crystal geode
about to get cleaned up

We dug on for about an hour or two and then over the hilltop came Ken and Jeneane, OK, company has arrived - now we
have a party. They found a hole opposite of ours and started digging down, they hit the jack pot. Nicely formed round
thundereggs averaging 4-6 inches across.
Bags o’Thundereggs! Sweet!

Then we packed up our finds and headed back to camp. We found Pete and showed him our stuff and found out it was
just the three families on our trip. After a lot of show and tell, visiting and a light dinner it was off to bed, more
rockhounding early in the morning ….
Saturday Morning we headed off to meet up with the Yakima Club for crystals at Timberwolf Mountain. We had to go
around the last year’s landslide and meet Jerry and his group at the Woodshed Café. They had a pretty large group, about
20 cars. And we were off. Man, that was one rutty road up the mountain but no one lost any car parts or broke any teeth,
so it’s all good.
The deal at Timberwolf is digging in the soft dirt for crystals and crystal plates that have weathered out or are in decaying
matrix. The crystals are described in the books as skeletal quartz. I don’t know what that means but what I observed is
crystals that have started growing then stop, then grow again and twin profusely. You also have crystals doing the hen
and chick growing with babies growing off the center crystal. They are also often 3 sided instead of the regular 5. Very
weird.
Scepter crystal from Timberwolf
Mountain

Anyway everyone found treasures and then headed back down the mountain. Many Thanks to the Yakima club for
sponsoring that Mineral Council trip!
That evening Pete went back up to Little Naches for more Thundereggs while we started back towards the west side of
the Mountains, taking a detour at Green Mountain for camping overnight and a dig the next day for blue jasper. That is a
lot of digging for not very plentiful stuff but we hadn’t done it before so why not! It was hot and fun even though Jeanine
psyched herself out and was convince we would be visited by bears during the night. In the early evening, we headed
back home to unpack and get ready for the next weekend’s rock fun.

EAST KINGCO CONTACT INFO
General Club Email:
Newsletter and Web Site editor:
Club Website:
Meetings:

eastkingco@gmail.com
Bruce Kelley, bruce.kelley@gmail.com
www.eastkingco.org
Our meetings are held the 3rd Friday of the month except July and August at:
Juanita Community Club
13027 - 100th Ave NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

UPCOMING SHOWS AND FIELD TRIPS
See www.mineralcouncil.org or the club website for more.

SHOWS
•

October 27-28, 2012 – Bellevue Rock Club
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Vasa Park
3560 West Lake Sammamish PKWY SE, Bellevue, WA 98008

FIELD TRIPS
•

September 23, 2012 – Hansen Creek
Quartz, Amethyst, Pyrite
Tools: screen, rock hammer, small shovel, bucket or back pack, packing material
Meet at the I-90 Preston Exit #22 at 9:00 a.m.
Host: East KingCo Rock Club, Shannon Heaslett, (452) 883-6519, heaslett@comcast.net

